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crabbed figure, rendered more disagreeable by a paralytic
affection of the eyes, becomes at such moments restless,
disturbed, and hideous.

Such, and so ungracious, as he is here depicted, he
is a Prince who, from many considerations, is worthy
esteem and respect. Since the year 1763, his desire to
do good, his economy, his indefatigable labors, his in-
numerable privations, his perseverance, and his industry,
have not for a moment relaxed. He has paid all the
personal debts of the Electors; and is advanced in the
liquidation of the debts of the State. He pursues his
plans with inflexible punctuality. Slow, but not irreso-
lute, difficult in accomplishing, but intelligent, with few
resources at a first view, but possessed of aptitude and
the gift of meditation, his only weakness arises from his
religion, which yet does not occasion him to exaggerate
his rights, or to neglect his duties. One step further
and he would have been a bigot, and one step backward
and he would no longer be a devotee. It is much to
be doubted whether his confessor, Hertz, has the least
influence except in the distribution of some footmen's
places. The Elector supports his Ministers with uncom-
mon firmness, against all, and to all. In a word, but
for him the country had been undone; and, should he
have the good fortune to see a duration of peace, he
will render it very flourishing. Population visibly in-
creases ; the annual surplus of births over deaths amounts
to twenty thousand; and the number of the people is
less than two millions: Trade, which might be better,
is not bad. The army imitates that of Prussia, over
which it has the advantage of being purely national; but,
to say the truth, Saxony is the least military of all the
provinces of Germany. Credit is good, and even great.
The paper currency is at par, or nearly; and the inter-
est of money at four percent. The Cabinet of Dresden
is the only one in Europe which has adopted the true
principles of coinage. Agriculture is in a state of pass-
able respectability. Manufactures are free; the rights
of the people are uninfringed; justice is impartially ad-
ministered; in a word, all things considered, it is the
most happy country in Germany. Yet this is a remark-n thousand of which
